METHODS
• Administrative databases for health research are available, accessible and regularly utilised in Taiwan, Australia and Japan whereas in South Korea, accessibility for non-academic research is restricted.
• Administrative databases are not available for research in Thailand, China and Singapore and only one limited option is available in Malaysia.
• Cost related information is not readily available in many databases.
• Limitations of our study are that the information provided is based on publically available data on the administrative databases in Asia in the English language and/ or information obtained from the data custodians, wherever possible. • Our study was only carried out in selected countries in Asia.
DISCUSSION
• To describe a qualitative comparison of administrative databases in Asia for health research by availability and accessibility.
OBJECTIVE
• Except for a few countries, there are limited possibilities for retrospective database studies in Asia. Such research is still possible if requirements of various database custodians are followed e.g. by having a local researcher involved.
• Governments and health authorities should encourage the availability and accessibility of administrative databases to support research and publication of local data in the Asian region.
BACKGROUND
• The use of administrative databases in Asian countries is not well-established for researchers and the availability and accessibility of administrative databases for HEOR is not well known or described thus far.
• The aim of this study was to obtain information on the availability and accessibility of administrative databases for health research in Asia.
CONCLUSION

Countries Challenges
China
Administrative databases are not available for health research despite having social insurance systems with large insurance systems with great potential of a large dataset that can be used for research.
South Korea
The HIRA and NHIC database is used for health research, but is only available to academic research and not to industry.
Taiwan
Access to the NHIRD database is available to the industry but the application must be made by a Taiwanese national.
Australia
The process of obtaining data is transparent. However, individual approvals need to be obtained from the relevant data custodians. Hospital and outpatient data are managed independently by the relevant states, hence there is no population-wide inclusive database whereby the data for all Australians can be obtained.
Japan
Many databases are accessible but may only be accessible for research within Japan. The process for obtaining data for some databases is not transparently described.
Singapore o The Medisave administrative database, according to the data custodian, is not accessible for research. However, there were three studies published from 1999 -2001 utilising the Medisave database. o The National Electronics Health Records Database is part of a new initiative by the Singapore government to centralise all electronic medical records of the city state. Information on the accessibility of this database for health research is not available.
Malaysia
The information available within the administrative database is only limited to two teaching hospitals and the process of obtaining accessibility to the database is not very transparent. The database provider will not be able to provide raw data for research but will be able to provide an analysis of the data required.
Thailand
Administrative databases are not available for health research despite having social insurance systems with high potential for large datasets that can be used for research.
Table 2: Challenges with accessibility and available information with administrative databases by country
This study was commisioned by Lundbeck Singapore Pte. Ltd. Table 1 : A list of administrative databases by country, type of administrative database, accessibility and available information *The data is available through various databases linked by the data linkage system and approval by the relevant data custodians need to be sought. **The availability of such data is based on assumption and from previous studies on the database.
Administrative Databases
-
Countries
Type of Administrative Database
Ease of Access
Type of Information Available
Cost Data Demographic Data
Prescription Data Hospitalisation Data
RESULTS
• Contact was initiated with database owners whenever possible.
• 
